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Time does fly when one is enjoying oneself.  A whol e month has gone by since the 
last issue of Spotlight and what a month it has bee n.  Another successful production 
has been and gone and the crew and cast are well on  their way to recovery, unlike 
the pound sterling.  Like the football season, we n ow have to wait a few months 
before there is any more action; weekends are never  the same.  I suppose there is 
Wimbledon to fill in those hot afternoons of comple te boredom.  No more Tim but 
can Andy achieve it or will it be just another fals e dawn, hope not, I’ve just backed 
him to win.  The British Lions have lost the series  to the Springboks and Michael 

Jackson crossed the bar. Funny,  
I always thought Elvis to be the King, I suppose it  depends on ones age. 
 
Most were pleased with the new look Spotlight but a s usual there was criticism, but it was 
constructive, which is great. I had a good response  to my request for input to your newsletter but I d o 
want more please.  Don’t forget your letters to me,  the editor, just send me your input to 
Desbabs@hotmail.com  or write to Des Briggs BEM, Apt 1123 Carvoeiro, La goa 8401-910. If it is easier, 
ring me at 282 084438.  Do you want to advertise an other group or organisation then send input to me, 
at the above address? Maybe you have something for sale, a joke or cartoon, an article, a photograph 
or information on forthcoming shows or just informa tion of a general interest.  Des the Ed  
 
The monthly “State of the Algarvean Address”  

 
First of all, I am sure that all of you will join i n many congratulations to Jenny 
and the whole cast and crew of “Glorious” – the res ponse from those who 
saw it was both well deserved and overwhelmingly po sitive.  The only 
disappointment about the show was obviously the low  turn out, although the 
loudest and most appreciative audience was the smal lest; not the best 
example of the triumph of quality over quantity!  A s a group, we are going to 
have to re-double our efforts to attract support, b oth for the production of 
shows and by way of audiences. Please let us know o f any ideas you might 
have, as we are happy to try most things (excluding  nudity and bribery!) I 
have already had one suggestion to encourage people  to think about going 

to the theatre more, namely to donate vouchers for upcoming shows for groups holding their own 
events where there will be a raffle or some such. C an we have more suggestions for raising our 
profile, please? To conclude: it is widely said tha t the people often seek the chairmanship of amateur  
groups in order to get the best parts in plays – do n’t worry I have no plans to tread the boards again ! 
 
Alison Greening (Chairmanladyperson) 
 
What no nudity!! So I guess there will be no “Calendar Girls” or “Hair” on your  watch…Des the Ed 
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After months of rehearsal and decision-making, endl ess 
emails and phone calls-deliberations over costumes,  
scenery and music with unforeseen problems to resol ve 
it was finally show time for ‘Glorious’ and the hea t was 
on. With only 6 actors in the cast we had become a very 
closely-knit group of people and along with our sma ll 
but incredibly efficient back stage crew we were a team 
who had all worked toward this moment. Would the 
audience understand the humour, would they see the 
amount of work that had gone in to developing each 
character and the importance every line had in reve aling 
the life and amazing story of Florence Foster Jenki ns? 
We were about to find out.  As the director I can o nly say 
that I was rewarded in a way that no words can desc ribe. 
The entire production lived up to all my dreams and  expectations, and I can never thank enough all 
the many, many people for whatever small or large c ontribution they made to such a complex and 
technically challenging play. The Algarvean’s are a nd continue proudly to be – an amateur group, but 
‘Glorious’ showed that we are constantly improving our productions and updating our awareness of 
modern theatre technology. The fact that the Audito rium did not have a spare light bulb for the 
spotlight did not faze us, but we will be more prep ared for any future production requiring its use. T he 
winding down after a show is the strange part - we had the party the speeches and the flowers all of 
which was fun. I received as I know did the cast, s ome very flattering emails and phone calls. The 
scenery and props are now back in the warehouse alo ng with the costumes and backdrops and our 
very own, made in a moment, grand piano and we’re a ll settling down to our normal routines, but I feel  
sort of flat, I miss it all. It’s rather like givin g birth to something wonderful but not being able t o take it 
home with you  - I wonder if I can still get pregna nt again…  
 
Jenny Grainer 
 
Pregnant!! The cast were fabulous but I believe the  dog should have had a larger part and possibly 
sung…Des the Ed 
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Four of us went to Glorious on the Saturday night a nd went I have to say, a little in trepidation 
because the production sounded complicated and ther efore perhaps a bit ambitious. Was this a step 
too far for the Algarvean’s, or indeed any am-dram group we wondered?  Well it wasn't thank 
goodness and one of the reasons it wasn't was that the Director had not tried to stifle the natural 
enthusiasm and personalities of the performers. Too  often we see performers pushed into parts 
where they are clearly uncomfortable and it just do esn't work. Sian Hughes-Roberts of course had to 
be an opera singer who was just off-key. She could have turned the show into a farce and over-gilded 
the lily - but she didn't. You truly felt embarrass ed as she reached for the high notes and just misse d 
them with operatic gusto. Murder on the high C's in deed as Delibes was well and truly done for! The 
supporting cast were superb. They didn't need to tr y and upstage Sian - they had personalities of thei r 
own and they shone through. Paul Capper as the acco mpanist who started work for the money but 
you really felt he stayed in the end for the love o f this amazing woman. David Butler-Cole was a 
wonderful 'boyfriend' for whom Florence could do no  wrong. Sandra de Tonnac - the feisty maid who 
didn't really want to be a maid, together with Glor ia Costa's wonderful Dorothy and Sue Butler Cole's 
'determined' Mrs Verrinder-Gedge completed a well p lanned and rehearsed show.  As an ex Am-Dram 
I always look for the 'support' and I thought costu mes and scenery were very good indeed and the 
effects for Carnegie Hall and the piano playing (as suming Paul doesn't normally play) were brilliant. A 
very minor criticism - and I am being picky but I w as asked to be - is that in the first half the dial ogue 
occasionally dragged. You say you had fun Jenny - w ell it showed. Very well done to you as the 
Director and to the Cast and Production Team. In fa ct - it was Glorious!!!!!!!  
  
Sandra Wilkinson  
 
Thank you Sandra –  “The cheque is in the post”…Des the Ed  
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The future of the Spotlight News Letter 
 
 
In order to keep up the policy of transparency, I have to report that I am currently negotiating 

with “The Resident” newspaper to have this newsletter published 
monthly as an insert with the newspaper.  This will give us a potential 
circulation of over 5000 and raise our profile enormously.  We will of 
course have full control of the content and be able to show more 
photographs.  I must emphasise that I am at the early stages of 
negotiations and I am attempting to do this through sponsorship with 
zero cost to the group.  If you have thoughts or comments please contact, 
Des the Ed. 

 
The Warehouse Story 

 
 
From a small shed in someone’s backyard 17 years ag o the Algarvean’s now have a 160 m2 

warehouse located in Sra. Da Verde, 6 km. north of the EN 125 at the 
Penina Hotel outside of Portimão. The warehouse is our largest single 
expense at � 350 per month, an excellent price to pay for such a  necessary 
building.  Without it we would not be able to do th e variety of productions 
that we have done in the past or plan for the futur e. The area is used 
primarily for storage.  We have a full box set that  can be quickly assembled 
for an interior scene of a standard play and a vari ety of furniture that can 
be used to furnish it.  In addition we have a multi tude of props, which are 
commonly used particularly in pantomimes. Other ite ms stored at the 
warehouse include backdrops, lighting bars and cont rols, sound systems, 
old posters and programs, old files and boxes of pa st and potentially future 
scripts. 
 

Another section of the warehouse is used to store C ostumes and there are 6 large mobile clothing 
racks holding the various items.  Smaller clothing (i.e. pantaloons, petticoats, blouses, wigs, etc.) are 
stored in large plastic boxes, numbered and cross r eferenced to a list, enabling anyone to find items 
easily.  Most importantly, the warehouse is used to  construct items required for forthcoming 
productions and for this purpose we have a variety of power tools, wood and fittings to assemble 
whatever is required. When all is organised and in it’s place it is possible to lay a full backdrop, 5 m X 
10m, on the floor for the designers to chalk on the  scaled drawing for painting.  There is a specific 
storage area for paint, brushes and rollers. 
 
There is always a need for helpers at the warehouse .  

·  A Wardrobe mistress to constantly check that the wa rdrobe items have been returned to their 
correct location.   

·  Painters for backdrops as well as sets and props. 
·  Builders to construct the sets and props required.  One does not have to be an expert in the 

field - just a willing body. 
Set designers can quickly sketch out a skeleton for  others to basically paint by numbers.  On the 
construction end, it is often a situation of needin g an extra hand to get something out or hold 
something up while a brace is attached.  When const ructing items, imaginative input is as helpful as 
the physical work.  
 
If you could be of some assistance at the warehouse  please contact our Membership Secretary, Nikki 
Weijdom, and she will pass your information on to t he proper contact person.  Specific directions are 
available from the editor of Spotlight. 
 
Gordon Ackerman 
 
Gordon, you are a true magician and the builder of all things beautiful. I think I speak for all the 
membership in saying that you are one talented guy.   The Grand piano was fabulous…Des the Ed  
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For me as a Stage Manager (SM) it is like my perfor mance to 
the players whose performance is to the audience.  I take 
the job seriously because unless it is done properl y there 
are many objects such as scenery, props, and equipm ent 
that could cause a bad injury.  I pride myself that  in over 40 
shows, I have never let the producer down and durin g one 
of the Pantomimes at my old theatre, if a rope was pulled off 
the drop roller, my team always managed to get it s orted. 
 
There was one incident during a UV scene where the drop-
line was accidentally caught as I was about to rais e the used 
drop behind it. I pulled on the ropes to raise it a nd the loose 

ropes went into the rafters above, and worse the dr op was raised at a 45º angle. In the pitch black 
while the UV scene was going on I tried to find the  lost ropes – no chance. When the scene finished I 
could not raise the drop being used so we had the t wo funny guys in the show entertain the audience 
while we found and re-roped the faulty drop. When t he drop had been raised and the one for the next 
scene lowered, I raised the drop used for the UV sc ene to rapturous applause and cheering. It was 
one of those things and it happens in professional shows just the same. Although when you can fly 
the drops there is less of a chance of it happening . I also pride myself that none of the people 
especially the kids have been hurt during a perform ance I have overseen. 
 
But a SM is only as good as the people who work wit h him. I am lucky, in England I had people I could 
rely upon, and did not have to keep worrying about things being done. Since joining the Algarvean’s I 
have had the same luck in finding people I can trus t with the tasks given to them. It is my chance now  
to say a big thank you to them. 
 
Brian Pemberton (The Man in Black) - Thanks for your tremendous work Brian.  Lesson lear ned, 
always be aware of the angle of the dangle…Des the Ed 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday 20 June I was lucky enough to be in the  audience to witness 
Nicky Moran’s fabulous show, “Snakes and Ladders” a t the Silves Cine 
Theatre Club.  Nicky Moran is an amazing actress, a s anyone who has 
seen her on stage will agree. A little while back s he took the title role in 
"Educating Rita" and later the solo role of "Shirle y Valentine" both 
comedies by Willy Russell. Then she wrote and starr ed in a brilliant and 
moving comedy "Lights Out," which I was also lucky enough to see. 
  
Encouraged by her success, Nicky wrote and acted in  "Snakes and 
Ladders", a comedy about a woman in her late 60's w ho has lived on the 
street for the past eight years. An alcoholic, she has survived by her wit, 
humour and resourcefulness - and then Social Servic es get their hands 

on her!  
 
The day of the show had been a scorcher and I was r ather concerned about going because Barbara 
and I had our two fathers in tow, both in their mid  eighties. You can understand my concern, would 
the heat be too much for them? Would they manage to  stay awake? Would they hear and would their 
hearing aids squeak and twitter as usual, like a co uple of mating songbirds?  There was none of it! 
We parked them right at the front and next to the s tate of the art air-conditioning plant.  They enjoy ed 
every minute of it and probably related to most of it, especially the bit in the OAPs home.  For those  
who did not attend, you missed a real treat.   
 
Well done Nicky, you managed to keep my father-in-law quiet for over and hour…Des the Ed  
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We are marking July 4th. With an all American eveni ng. We have invited Simply Acoustic to play for 
us. Graham Cooper has just returned from a field tr ip in the States and has brought back a few hot 
numbers. With Daryl at his side, they will cover Am erican Music from Old Time fiddle tunes, songs of 
the Ragtime and swing eras, through to the present day contemporary.  And this July 4th, you will not 

just get "Simply Acoustic". We are throwing in the best banjo 
player on the Algarve, George McKee, plus a Dutch f iddler to 
round up the team. 
  
Now apart from this amazing group, we are offering succulent 
American-style finger food and American pie. ALSO a n 
introductory drink. All for the knock down price of  not 20 
euros, not even 15 euros, nor 10. Yes - just 9 Euro s for an 
evening of top entertainment, drink and food, what more could 
you ask for? So please put on your dancing shoes an d make 
this a very special evening. Next Saturday July 4 th- 
Independence Day Party at the Club. Starts at 8pm. Please, 
book with David and Sue Butler-Cole on 282.330.242 or 
968.335.856. Please wear something in American colo urs!  

 
Thanks David for keeping us up to date with events in Silves…Des the Ed 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Cast list in August auditions end of September)  
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“COMING SOON TO A THEATRE NEAR YOU”  
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