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It is almost Christmas and I hope we are all having fun, fun, fun! If not, that is your fault, proba-
bly with a bit of help from our very own Gordon and Alistair!! I have decided to start my own pro-
gramme of “Quantative Easing” by withholding my taxes until they learn that it is we that need the
money, not the banks....if only! Poppy Appeal figures were not available going to press last month
but I can now tell you that we raised the grand total of €419.72 at the show “Daisy Pulls it Off".
Well done to all that assisted. Thank you for reading our monthly newsletter, which I have been
producing and editing since June and it has become a labour of love. The Algarvean’s are a group
of people that give their time and effort for free, to bring live shows to you. Last night at rehears-
als for our panto, we had a great time with lots of laughter. You can also be part of our organisation, we have some
terrific new talent in the Algarvean’s with some great ideas for the future. Don't fester on your futon, come and join in
the fun. Contact Nikki, our membership secretary on 91 7776245. In an attempt to upset the PC police, I am not go-

ing to wish you a Happy Holiday, I want you to have a very Merry Christmas and Fantastic New Year and if that up-
sets anyone.....tough!! See you next year.

Are you involved with another group that would possibly benefit in receiving this Spotlight newsletter? If so, feel free
to post it at your website or circulate via your email list. The more people we can get the message to and bring to
our live shows the better. Forward it to your friends and neighbours. Please don't forget your letters to me, the edi-
tor, just send me your input to via email Desbabs@hotmail.com Alternatively, you could write to me; Des Briggs
BEM, Apt 1123 Carvoeiro, Lagoa 8401-910. If it is easier, ring me at 282 084438 or 91 8534699. Do you want to ad-
vertise another group or organisation then send input to me, at the above address? Maybe you have something for
sale, a joke or cartoon, an article, a photograph or information on forthcoming shows or just information of a general
interest.

On Sunday 13" December 1300hrs, come and get into the Christmas spirit at Valen-
tino’s Restaurant, Luz Bay where Nikki Weidjom 91 7776245 has organised for the
Algarvean membership and friends a bumper feast. Main course and dessert is €12,
they will do smaller portions if required. The choice: Roast chicken, pork, beef, or
steak and kidney pie and fresh vegetables. There is also a veg nut roast available
but this is best pre ordered. Nikki stated that there will be entertainment!!

A man in Scotland calls his son in London the day before Christmas Eve and says, “I hate to ruin your day but I have
to tell you that your mother and I are divorcing; forty-five years of misery is enough.” 'Dad, what are you talking
about?' the son screams. “We can't stand the sight of each other any longer” the father says. “We're sick of each
other and I'm sick of talking about this, so you call your sister in Leeds and tell her.” Franticly, the son calls his sister,
who explodes on the phone. “Like hell they're getting divorced!” she shouts, "I'll take care of this!” She calls Scotland
immediately and screams at her father “You are NOT getting divorced. Don't do a single thing until I get there. I'm
calling my brother back, and we'll both be there tomorrow. Until then, don't do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?” and
hangs up. The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife. 'lt is sorted! They're both coming for Christmas -
and they're paying their own way.'
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The Panto Page

Written by Susan Vesey and Directed by Lloyd Delderfield.

All the principal characters have now been cast by audition, coer-
cion and threats! The willing volunteers are shown in red on the
chart below. Nikki still needs more chorus, please ring her 91
7776245. Anyone interested in helping backstage, set construc-
tion, set painting, making props, wardrobe, front of house, gen-
eral dogs-body etc. please contact Lloyd Delderfield 282 358
126 or mobile 918 814 073. We know where you live!!

Cast List — A Boy and some Beans
Widow Legume Tony Sanders
Jack Karen Healey

Clover the Cow

Nikki Weidjom & good friend

Baron

Chris Winstanley

Buttercup Natalie Ribeiro

Bluebell Pam Harley

Diddly & Squat Lara and Gloria Costa

Rose & Iris Maxine Costa and Natasha Rhead

Hugh Mungus

Lloyd Delderfield

Una

Sian Hughes-Roberts

Fairy Liquid Barbara Briggs

Old Crone Sian Hughes-Roberts

Lift Boy Jordan Weijdom

Skeleton Vitor Severin

Chorus Arranged by Nikki Weidjom but more needed.

The cast of “A Boy and Some Beans” last
Thursday evening at Alvor had a lot fun. Glo-
ria Costa had us all in stitches with her newly
acquired lisp. Here is a shot of some of the
team at rehearsals.

The dates for the Panto performances at
Lagoa Auditorium are now set as Friday 12"
Saturday 13" and Sunday 14" February
2010. The Sunday performance will be a
Matinée.

DRINDIANATIAD D]




Address from the chair

Happy Christmas everybody! This will be the last Spotlight of 2009, so I'd like just to repeat my
thanks to all who have helped us finish the year on such a high. 'Daisy' is still being talked about,
and the preparations for' A Boy & Some Beans' continue apace. It has been more difficult than in
some years for Lloyd to cast the chorus, but assisted by Nikki Weidjom, we are confident that the
numbers are now there, and that the cast overall will put on a great show. For the first time, we
were invited to show off a taste of what we do at the Network Christmas Fair, and thanks to all
those who put in such effort. We have a great social get-together planned for Sunday 13" De-
cember, and | hope to see you there for a roast lunch with loads of non turkey options! I'm sure
we'll be starting into the festive spirit - by the end of lunch at least! — So, come along and join the
fun. There are a number of jobs to be done for the panto, mainly in relation to scenery, props and

" costumes at this stage, and if anyone is able to help, please get in touch, and you'll be pointed in
the right direction! It's not necessary to commit to do more than you have time for, but every little helps! | hope you all
have a very Happy Christmas and a rip-roaring New Year. Alison
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David Butler-Cole will be casting his net once again in the New Year, looking for a bevy of
beauties and handsome young men for the cast of “Allo ‘Allo!” The stage play of this well
known TV hit should be a lot of fun to be involved with, especially with David at the helm.
Watch this space for more information re dates and venue of auditions. Dates for this pro-
duction have still to be finalised but we are hoping for early June at Lagoa auditorium.

v

‘GOOD MOANING..."

Grand Night of Variety

This was not an Algarvean production but our very own Jenny Grainer pulled it off again with
yet another great night of entertainment in aid of local charities at Lagoa Auditorium on Sun-
day 22 November. Jenny said, “I thought everybody was great; most of the artists had only a
few minutes with the sound guys before the show, but of course most were professionals. It
always amazes me how these shows come together, | guess many are just motivated by be-
ing able to help those in need and it's one way to give something back to a country that gives
so much to us that we all enjoy”. Jenny and her cast raised €720 on the raffle for the Donkey
Sanctuary and €2.852.55 for S.C. de Misericordia the day care centre for senior citizens, so a
grand total of €3.572.55.

This shot shows Gloria Costa giving a fabulous performance as Edith Piaf. Well done to
Jenny and all that took part,

Silves Theatre Club.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Saturday December 12" ANGELS FEATHERS Nicky Moran's highly acclaimed new comedy, starring Nicky Moran
and Tom Hartman. Tickets - €9. Bar opens 7.30 p.m. Curtains up 8.30 p.m. Reservations to: Mary Bentley
282.443.855 or email - the2bentleys@aol.com

Sunday December 20" Celebrate Christmas along with hot Trad Jazz from Graham Cooper's SPORTING HOUSE
FOUR. Full three course dinner and Jazz, all for only 15 Euros per head. ( 7omato soup, choice of chicken or

pork, plus a desert) Limited to 50 lucky revellers. Starts 7.30 p.m. Please make your reservations with Barry Skipper
by 12th December giving your choice of pork or chicken main course. Would anybody who has already booked a
place PLEASE CONFIRM your choice of main course with Barry before the 12th. PHONE 282 338 603 (evenings) or
email - PJSKIP@SAPO.PT



mailto:PJSKIP@SAPO.PT

