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    Oh no it isn’t - Oh yes it is!! 

 
Editor’s Page 

 
My goodness, mulled wine, Carol Singing and fairy lights are almost with us 
again.  It seems like it was only yesterday that Sian was sweetly serenading us in 

the Spring production of ñGloriousò.  Then again I have been tone deaf for some 

years now. I remember a time when I used to work and the time just dragged on 
and on.  Now in retirement, it goes in a flash from one year to the next. The 

good news I suppose is that we donôt have to wait too long for the next produc-
tion, the Pantomime ñA Boy and some Beansò at the end of January or beginning 

of February (TBC).  
 

Oh Daisy Meredith, how sweet you and your classmates 
were in all respects and you came along just at the right 

time for the Algarveanôs. The long awaited Chris Winstanley 

directorship proved to be well worth the wait. Chris assem-
bled a fabulous cast of young and old actors, singers and 

back stage crew and the bar was most definitely raised for 
our group with this production; follow that if you dare. 

Cometh the hour cometh the man and undeterred, Lloyd 
Delderfield is chomping at the bit to match the standard set 

and just maybe raise the bar again with the Pantomime. I 

will not bang on too much about Daisy, others do that. Just 
to say that I have always believed in youth and skill over 

old age and treachery. 

 
Photograph: Paul Berhardt  

 
Are you involved with another group that would possibly benefit in receiving this Spotlight 

newsletter?  If so, feel free to post it at your website or circulate via your email list.  The more 
people we can get the message to and bring to our live shows the better.  Forward it to your 

friends and neighbours. Please donôt forget your letters to me, the editor, just send me your 

input to via email Desbabs@hotmail.com  Alternatively, you could write to me; Des Briggs 
BEM, Apt 1123 Carvoeiro, Lagoa 8401-910. If it is easier, ring me at 282 084438 or 91 

8534699.  Do you want to advertise another group or organisation then send input to me, at 
the above address? Maybe you have something for sale, a joke or cartoon, an article, a photo-

graph or information on forthcoming shows or just information of a general interest. 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  Saturday 21 November ï ñA Boy and Some Beansò Auditions for 

chorus and others at Alvor. Sunday 13 December - Algarvean Traditional Christmas Lunch. 
Contact Nikki Weidjom at nikki.luz@hotmail.com , to reserve your table. 

 
Des the Ed.  

 

mailto:Desbabs@hotmail.com
mailto:nikki.luz@hotmail.com


 2 

THE DAISY PAGE  

ñDaisy pulls it offò DIRECTORS NOTES 

I think we can safely say ñDaisyò pulled it off!! How spiffing is that!!!  The production 

team set a number of objectives for the show both artistically and financially all which 

were smashed. Over 700 seats sold and one full house was a marvelous achievement and 
I would like to thank Debbie Gaines and the press and publicity team for getting us so 

many bums on seats and the initial skepticism from certain quarters as to why we were 
starting so early with marketing and paying for a small number of additional newspaper 

adverts now seems to be unfounded.  Artistically the whole cast took the show to the le-

vels that Nikki and I wanted for the show; and beyond and I would like to thank them 
one and all for the hours of rehearsal and their total professionalism. The teenagers in the 

cast were impeccably behaved and were fantastic ambassadors for the theatre group. 
This production brought us many new members and we need to make sure we keep in 

contact with these people and ensure their continued involvement. Finally this show 
would not have been as successful as it was, without the hard work and support from 

Nikki Weijdom who worked so hard to help ñDaisyò come to life and added value to everything she did. Personally, I 

enjoyed every minute of directing the show and look forward to directing again sometime again in the future and I 
am already hatching plans for what it might be!!!  Topping!!  Chris 

  

ñDaisy pulls it offò INDEPENDENT CRITIQUE  

After being positively assured that we were not to see Lloyd Delderfield in a gym-

slip, five of us arrived at the Theatre to see Daisy! From entering the theatre 
we felt part of the school environment but we managed to make it to our seats 

without getting a detention - or even an order mark! This was going to be quite 
challenging. Because although the programme indicated young women had been 

cast in the starring roles, these were MODERN young women. How would they fare 

playing 1920's schoolgirls? The whole culture of life is different now isn't it?  If they 
were going to giggle every time they said 'topping' or 'queer' the whole show would 

collapse in farce. That it did not was due to the dedication and professionalism of 
'the girls' and very clear Direction from Chris Winstanley.  Casting was inspired. One 

of our group, who had no idea of the school system in the Algarve, actually thought 

the girls came from a stage school. That was the level of professionalism to which 
we were treated with so much enthusiasm and so much self-assurance.  Sarah Winstanley played Daisy with just the 

right amount of seriousness for a girl on whom so much responsibility had been placed by winning a 'scholar-
ship'. Izzy Pires as Trixie, her 'best friend' had probably the best of the lines but nevertheless delivered them with just 

the right amount of character and personality to make the audience love her - she was the perfect foil to Daisy.  What 
of the rotters? Playing these quite difficult roles Claudia Finn-Westwood and Dani Honour had us seriously disliking 

them and their snobbish, cruel behaviour to the 'elementary' school-girl. But even naming these four is in a way un-

fair. ALL thirteen girls had a huge responsibility for the success of this show and they were simply brilliant. Some 
lovely singing voices too.  The experienced 'adult' back-up was provided by the usual Algarvean suspects but, sorry 

guys, you were good; but the show belongs to the Girls!  'Production' was excellent and here I must mention the 
hockey match, an absolutely stunning and inspired technical feat which actually had the audience cheering the goals! 

 Well done to all who devised this scene interpretation. And the prompt, a very necessary and often forgotten person 

who has to be very much on the ball to ensure continuity is not lost when lines are.  A thoroughly enjoyable evening 
was had by all. Those of us who were born into an era not too far removed from 'Jolly Hockey Sticks' can tell you that 

the Algarveanôs have indeed 'pulled if off' again! 
 

Sandra Wilkinson 
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THE PANTO PAGE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A  delightful variation on  the traditional panto òJack and the 

Beanstalk .ó To be directed  by  Mr. Panto himself, our very 

ownééé Lloyd Delde r field .   

 

Most of the principal characters have been 

cast after the first round of auditions and are 
shown in red on the chart below. Further 

Auditions for Dancers and Chorus (including 
speaking parts of Town Crier, Butcher, Bluebell, Anne Robinson, Ned 

Munds, Lift Boy, Skeleton and Daisy the Cow) will be held at Alvor Com-
munity Centre on Saturday November 21st at 2.00 p.m. Anyone interested 

in helping backstage, set construction, set painting, making props, ward-

robe, front of house, etc. please come along or contact Lloyd Delderfield 
282 358 126 or mobile 918 814 073 

 
 

 

Cast List ï A Boy and some Beans 
Widow Legume Tony Sanders 

Jack Karen Healey 

Clover the Cow 2 females, able to dance 

Baron Chris Winstanley 

Buttercup  Natalie Ribeiro 

Bluebell Baronôs wife: small part act 2 only 

Diddly & Squat Lara and Gloria Costa 

Rose & Iris Amy Elton and Natasha Rhead  

Hugh Mungus Lloyd Delderfield 

Una Sian Hughes-Roberts 

Fairy Liquid Barbara Briggs 

Old Crone Female - Pre-Fairy ï small part 

Lift Boy Male or Female, small part act 2 only 

Skeleton Male or Female, non-speaking part act 2 
only 

Chorus  
 

Town Crier, Butcher, Photographer, Vil-
lagers, Anne Robinson, Ned Munds. 
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THE REST 
 

STATE OF THE ALGARVEANõS ADDRESS 

 
Well, I think we can safely say that Daisy pulled it off! Many congratulations to Chris and all con-

cerned, both on and off the stage ï that was a show which will keep a lot of people talking for a 
long time, and for all the right reasons. I'm sure we will be seeing some excellent reviews over 

the next few days in the papers, and I know word is already spreading from the record size of the 
audience for an Algarvean production other than a panto.......Which 

brings me nicely to the next subject of course! There is a further 

audition for the chorus for ' A Boy and Some Beans ', on 21st Novem-
ber in Alvor, so please come along and support Lloyd with that. We 

really have a great opportunity to build on the positive reaction to ' 
Daisy', with a traditional panto which will have something for every-

one, so let's give it all we've got! I hope to see you at auditions, and if you have any 

bright ideas for anything you think we should be doing, socially or by way of productions, 
sing out!! And finally please listen carefully I shall say this only once. Currently, I have 

one offer from David Butler-Cole to direct the stage play of the hit TV series ñAllo óAllo!ò 
for our Spring production and which I am going to accept.  If anyone has something they 

would like to direct for the Autumn production, now is the time to contact me.   Alison. 
 

 

 

 
STRICTLY COME DANCING  
  

We all wish we could get up and dance at least the basic steps.  If you canôt - all this 
can change! Barbara Briggs is giving basic ballroom dance classes open to all, at the 

Club every Saturday afternoon. It is never too late to begin so come along, and with 
Barbara you will be in safe hands and it is great exercise.  The class runs from 3 

p.m. to 5 p.m. every Saturday. Only ú5 per session and the bar is open, ring 282 

084 438 for details. 
   

OLDE TYME MUSIC HALL  
  
 

 
 

Thursday, November 12th. A good old traditional Music Hall at the 
Cine Club with ñThe Third Age University Singersò who are coming all 

the way from Bournemouth for the event. Here's your chance to Sing 

Along with all those old Music Hall favourites. This is the night you can 
loosen your stays, raise your voice and lower your standards - in fact 

have a really good time.  Please come dressed for the occasion, to get 
us all in the right mood. Cover charge ú8. Show starts 8pm, bar open 

at 7.30pm.  Please book via Celia Mossman  282.332.665 

  
  

FORTHCOMING EVENTS - for your diary  
  
Saturday December 12th -  Nicki Moran's latest play. A two hander called ñANGELS FEATHERSò  

Sunday December 20th Trad Jazz with Graham Cooper's ñSPORTING HOUSE FOURò. This is the C'inners CHRISTMAS 
PARTY. 

   
Any queries, contact David on 282 330 242 or 968 335 856 


