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It isn‟t half hot mum! What is it about visitors and tourists? Do they leave their brains in Luton or 
Gatwick before embarking on their holiday? They come out here in July and August and then 
complain about the heat!  I now respond by saying, with a look of complete astonishment on my face, 
“GOSH it is so hot, how unusual.”  Then they cake themselves in factor 99 as if to attempt a cross 
channel swim and get in the pool.  I have started scraping the lard like residue off the pool walls and 
putting it back in their sun tan lotion bottles while they are asleep.  Just when you think you have 
educated them they retire to their rooms, turn on the air conditioning, select minus 26 and open all 
the windows and doors, what is the point!  I wonder if these people would get upset if I went to their 
houses in UK in January, put the central heating on full blast and opened all the windows and doors?   
 
„I‟ve been robbed!‟ She screamed.  
„Have you?‟ I replied quizzically.  
„Yes!‟ she screamed.  
„Is that because you left the back door wide open whilst larding yourself by the pool?‟ I said.  
„Yeah but, yeah but, yeah but.‟ She replied. 
 
And of course it is my fault that they don‟t get many Euros to the GBP.  As if I have some control over 
the Bank of England! Even the Bank of England doesn‟t have control over the pound!! Anyway, the 
local thieves and restaurants will only relieve them of their cash in a flash. Do you think I am being 
over-critical? 
 
I was asked by a number of people what was 
meant in the last issue when I reported 
Michael Jackson as having “Crossed the 
Bar.” "Crossing the Bar" is a 1889 poem by 
Alfred Lord Tennyson that is traditionally the 
last poem in his work. It is thought that 
Tennyson wrote it as his own elegy, as the 
poem has a tone of finality about it. The 
narrator uses an extended metaphor to 
compare death to crossing the "sandbar" 
between the harbour of life and the ocean of 
death.  This term is widely used by mariners 
and old salts like me.    

 
Don‟t forget your letters to me, the editor, 
just send me your input to 
Desbabs@hotmail.com or write to Des 
Briggs BEM, Apt 1123 Carvoeiro, Lagoa 
8401-910. If it is easier, ring me at 282 
084438.  Do you want to advertise another 
group or organisation then send input to me, 
at the above address? Maybe you have 
something for sale, a joke or cartoon, an 
article, a photograph or information on 
forthcoming shows or just information of a 

general interest. Des the Ed 
 

 

 

CROSSING THE BAR 
 
Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
When I put out to sea, 
 
But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless 
deep Turns again home. 
 
Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
When I embark; 
 
For tho' from out our bourn of Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar. 

 

Alfred Lord Tennyson 1889 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Lord_Tennyson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elegy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extended_metaphor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandbar
mailto:Desbabs@hotmail.com
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The monthly “State of the Algarvean Address” 
  

The silly season is on us again but as opposed to the UK with its swine flu and BBQ 
summer!!  At least the weather is here rather than there, even if a little too warm 

for some. We are hoping to make the most of it with a Social event, which you 
can read more about elsewhere in this Spotlight, and hope to get a really big 
turnout. There may be entertainment there as well, but if it includes Karaoke, that 

will be voluntary! 
 

Plans are moving ahead for Daisy and Lloyd has a really fantastic panto script 
just waiting for a cast in September. The panto is a great mix of the traditional 

with modern twists, and will be up to our best standards. Please tell as many 
people as you can to come and join us for the auditions, as we need a cast of thousands and a back 
stage crew. All are welcome and we will find them something to do if they don't want to tread the 
boards. 
 
The Algarvean Summer Party will take place on Sunday 6th September at Restaurant and Bar Estrela 
do Mar, Carvoeiro.  Starting at 12.30 with a €12 lunch of chicken, ribs, salad, chips and half a bottle of 
wine.  There is a swimming pool we can use and there will be music. The bar will be open all 
afternoon so we can stay as long as we like.  See more details in the next issue of Spotlight.  Have a 
good August and see you in September.  Have you got a show to direct for 2010? Then contact me on 
282 358 014 asap. 
 
Alison 
 
 

Independent critique - by Nikki Weijdom.  

 

I was lucky enough to go back to the UK to see three West End shows in July.  
My excuse was that it was Jordan's treat for finishing primary school 
(Who am I kidding). Actually if you look hard you can get some good 
flight and hotel deals (Hilton Hotel with a huge breakfast for £66 per 
night!!). Weather was awful but the shows were fabulous. We saw 
Jersey Boys at the Prince Edward (my 3rd time) if you love the songs 
of Frankie Valli then this is the show for you. The acting singing and 
dancing was so slick but what I kept noticing in all the West End shows 
is the minimal amount of scenery used, usually only one drop per act and 
the props are all on wheels and the majority brought on by the actors. A 
lot of the atmosphere is created with lights and slides - this is the way to go. 
 
Our 2nd night was spent watching Hairspray, at the Shaftsbury Theatre (my 2nd time) a real fun show, 
lucky to see Michael Ball and Leanne Jones again as they both leave the show at the end of July.  We 
hadn't booked for the last nights show so popped down to the ticket stand in Leicester Square to see 
what bargains they had, we had in our minds to see Oliver, Billy Elliot or Thriller Live but all three 
were completely sold out. We managed to get half price tickets for Sister Act, which ended up being 
Jordan's favourite, quite spectacular and very funny and the singing was great, lovely to see Sheila 
Hancock playing the Mother Superior. 
 
I've started saving my pennies so I can do another trip again before the end of the year, quite fancy 
seeing Priscilla Queen of the Desert, so maybe I'll go on my own! Actually there is plenty of culture 
and concerts here in the Algarve this summer. Leonard Cohen, Joss stone and Seal to name a few. 
Enjoy the summer!! 
 
A huge congratulation to the kids in the Algarvean‟s who were involved in the Summer Theatre 
School in Burgau. In 21 hours rehearsals 30 plus kids from ages 5-15 put on a fabulous show with 
songs and excerpts from the West end Shows!! Some fabulous singing and acting was seen and was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the enthusiastic audience. 
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“They are going to be amazing”, said Chris Winstanley when describing his cast of over 

22 actors and actresses for The Algarvean’s autumn production of “Daisy Pulls It Off” by 

Denise Deegan.  Lagoa Theatre 29, 30 and 31 October.  

 

The play is set in a girl’s boarding school during the 1920´s and is a parody of the 

“Ripping Yarn” tales as seen in the children comics of that era. It tells the story of Daisy 

Meredith, a new girl at Grangewood School for Girls, following her trials and tribulations 

as she struggles for acceptance as the first scholarship girl at the school. The play ran for 

over 1000 performances in London's West End and has been staged professionally and 

more recently by amateur groups all over the world.  

“The play is hilariously funny, but also makes some interesting social comment of the 

class system of the day, people of all ages will enjoy the show,” noted Chris.  

The play not only calls for adult actors but also a large number of female teenage 

actresses to play the schoolgirls. 

  

The production has 15 teenagers aged 13 to 18 in the cast and calls for them to be able 

to act, sing, dance and even play hockey on stage. So Chris contacted schools all over 

the Algarve and was amazed when over 25 girls turned up for auditions. 

Rehearsals started in Alvor on Saturday afternoons in April and have just stopped for the 

summer and resume at the beginning of September before the final push towards 

opening night on Thursday 29th October for three nights at Lagoa Auditorium. 

 

Chris added, “our rehearsals are great fun with many of our members coming along to 

assist me in the production, running workshops with the actors in drama skills, dance and 
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movement coaching. We even have a member who gives our young cast elocution 

lessons, so they speak very properly!” 

 

Check out the Daisy website at http://daisypullsitoff.yolasite.com/  

Adults: €10 and a generous reduction for children. 

Reservations on line at daisytickets@gmail.com 

Or telephone; 282 788 622 or 91 7776245 or 282 798 101 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Pantomime this year is a variation on òJack and the Beanstalkó, with 

some updated additions. This is a Traditional panto with a man playing 

the Dame, Principle Boy being played by a girl, a dancing cow, goodies, 

baddies, a fairy, a giant, a few songs, a few dances, a singing and 

dancing chorus who have opportunities to take part in some of the minor 

roles with speaking parts, and lots of audience participation. Directed by 

Lloyd Delderfield.  Audition venue and date in next edition of Spotlight. 

 

Cast List ï A Boy and some Beans 
Widow Legume Traditional panto dame, male, large part 

Jack Principal boy, female, large part, singer 

Clover the Cow 2 females, able to dance 

Baron Baddy, male, large part 

Buttercup  Baronôs daughter: medium part, singer 

Bluebell Baronôs wife: small part act 2 only 

Diddly & Squat Baronôs bodyguards, comedy duo, large parts, males 

and/or females 

Rose & Iris Buttercups friends, females, small parts, singers 

Hugh Mungus Giant, small part, act 2 only 

Una Giants wife, female, act 2 only, small part 

Fairy Liquid Female, medium part 

Lift Boy Male or Female, small part act 2 only 

Skeleton Male or Female, non-speaking part act 2 only 

Chorus  

 

Town Crier, Butcher, Photographer, Villagers, Anne 

Robinson, Ned Munds. 
 

 

 

 

 

For those of you unfortunate enough not to be at the 
Silves Cine Club on 4 July to celebrate American 

 

http://daisypullsitoff.yolasite.com/
mailto:daisytickets@gmail.com
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Independence Day, you missed a real treat. For the paltry sum of €9 we were wined, dined and 
entertained to some outstandingly superb music by Graham and Daryl with guest appearance from 
George McKee.  
 
Watch this space for future events such as “The Algarve‟s Got Talent” and “A Murder Mystery Dinner 
Night” both TBC. If you are interested, contact David Butler-Cole on 282 330 242. By the way, David 
expects to give Castelo de Sonhos around €2,000 this year, even after spending €1,000 on 
improvements at the club.  A fabulous effort, well done to all those involved. The food, especially the 
plum crumble was exceptional. Keep up the good work. BZ 


